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SUBJECT: RAMPHAL REQUEST TO MEET WITH VICE PRESIDENT 

1 . COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY-GENERAL SONNY RAMPHAL HAS 
ASKED TO CALL ON THE VICE PRESIDENT ANY TIME JANUARY 27 
OR 28. WE HAVE TOLD RAMPHAL THAT THE MONDALE SCHEDULE IS 
ALREADY HEAVILY BOOKED AND THAT THE VICE PRESIDENT IS 
MEETING ONLY WITH GOVERNMENT LEADERS DURING HIS TOUR. 

2. RAMPHAL IS AN ACTIVE AND AMBITIOUS INTERNATIONAL 
FIGURE AND IS OFTEN MENTIONED AS A POSSIBLE UN SECRETARY 
GENERAL. HE IS DEEPLY INVOLVED IN NORTH-SOUTH ISSUES AND, 
MORE RECENTLY, IN THE PROBLEMS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA WHERE 
HE FORESEES A COMMONWEALTH ROLE IN A RHODESIAN SETTLE- 
MENT. AS THE HEAD OF A MAJOR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION, 
RAMPHAL FALLS INTO A SEPARATE CATEGORY OF PEOPLE WISHING 
TO SEE THE VICE PRESIDENT, AND THE APPOINTMENT, IF 
AGREED, WOULD NOT OPEN A PANDORA'S BOX OF OTHER RE- 
QUESTS. IF THE VICE PRESIDENT’S PROGRAM PERMITS, WE 
WOULD THEREFORE RECOMMEND HE SEE RAMPHAL. 
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